THE OLD STONE CHURCH

FEBRUARY 16, 2025
SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

10AM Sanctuary Worship
WE GATHER IN THE GRACE OF GOD
PRELUDE Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing Robert J. Powell
WELCOME Pastor Stephen C. Blonder Adams
INTROIT | Will Worship the Lord John Rutter

| will worship the Lord all the days of my life;
| will tell of his glory and will show forth his praise;
| will sing and rejoice, for the Lord is my stronghold. Alleluia.

* Those who are able are requested to stand Please silence all electronic devices.



*CALL TO

WORSHIP

Blessed are those who trust in God,
who delight to meditate on God's law.
We long to hear the Word of God
and let the Word shape our lives.

Blessed are all who seek the realm of God,

who hunger to find meaning in their lives.
We intend to give our best to our Creator,
bearing fruit in all we say and do.
Blessed are the ones who serve God with joy,

who risk all they have in faithfulness and hope.

We come now to worship and find new life,

to receive healing and empowerment for our journey.

*INVOCATION PRAYER

Let us pray together:

Come, Holy God, to search our minds and try our hearts.

Grant us in this hour wise counsel and clear direction.
Touch us, teach us; hear us, heal us.

Send your Spirit to walk with us,
as Christ walked with the disciples long ago,
that your realm may become for us
a present reality as well as a future hope.

Grant us living water to quench our thirst
and sound preaching to feed our hunger.

Amen.
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thou my  best thought, by day or by night,
thou my  soul’s shel - ter, and thou my high tower;
thou and thou on - first in my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence  my light.
raise thou me heaven - ward, O Power of my  power.
High King of Heav - en, my  trea - sure thou art.
still be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.
Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.
These stanzas are selected from a 20th-century English poetic version of an Irish monastic prayer dating to
the 10th century or before. They are set to an Irish folk melody that has proved popular and easily sung
despite its lack of repetition and its wide range.
TEXT: Irish poem; trans. Mary E. Byrne, 1905; vers. Eleanor Hull, 1912, alt. SLAMNE

MUSIC: Irish ballad; harm. David Evans, 1927
Music Harm. © 1927 Oxford University Press

* CALL TO CONFESSION

10.10.10.10

Bram Chisholm

Come with your troubled spirits and confused values to seek forgiveness.
Come from your misplaced trust and limited vision
to open yourself to the transformation God offers.
Come from the parched places
where doubt and cynicism block God's revelation.
Let us join our voices in the corporate prayer of confession,
followed by time for silent personal confession.

Thus, we pray together:



* PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Sovereign God, we confess that we have chased after wealth

and temporal security while neglecting matters of the spirit.

We put our trust in things and in sinners' empty promises.

We even deceive ourselves,

shaping our words and actions to please the crowd.

We have doubted the resurrection,

surrendering to a sense of futility and skepticism.

Turn us around, God,

so we can learn to trust you and find strength in giving of ourselves.
(moment of silent confession)
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* ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

The healing Jesus offered to disciples long ago is available to us.

They were freed to love with generous abandon; so are we.

They learned to care for others

without first measuring the benefits to themselves; so have we.

They were led to the mountain top to commune with God; so are we.

They found hope and new life in Christ; this is also God’s gift to us.
Alleluia and Amen!

* PASSING OF THE PEACE
May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Let us offer a sign of peace to one another.

* GLORIA #581 Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen, amen.



OFFERTORY INVITATION

Please be seated.
Quenched by living water, we are privileged to bear fruit.

Contributing our material riches,

we discover unanticipated spiritual rewards.

The blessings we share are multiplied in the service of God.
Let us give with joy.

The offering will now be received.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come Paul Manz

Peace be to you and grace from him who freed us from our sins,
Who loved us all and shed his blood that we might saved be.
Sing holy, holy to our Lord, the Lord, almighty God,

Who was and is and is to come; sing holy, holy, Lord!
Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell there-in, rejoice on earth,
Ye saints below, for Christ is coming, is coming soon.

E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, and night shall be no more;
They need no light nor lamp nor sun, for Christ will be their all!

* DOXOLOGY #607 Praise God, from Whom All Blessing Flow PRAISE GOD

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below;
praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

* OFFERTORY PRAYER Bram Chisholm
Let us join our voices in prayer:

Thank you, God,

for the consolation you offer, the hunger you satisfy,

and healing you produce in those who respond to your love.

You have touched or lives in ways that make us rich.

Now use what we have shared to provide fulfillment in other lives,
among our neighbors, near and far.

Enlist our best efforts in the extension of your realm,

that our offering of ourselves may bear fruit daily.

Amen.

* OFFERTORY RESPONSE All Things Come of Thee Herbert C. Peabody
All things come of Thee, O Lord, and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen.


https://www.oldstonechurch.org/giving/

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Creator God, you created us with free will

and freedom of choice.

By the power of the Holy Spirit,

speak your Word, through the words of scripture,

that we may live according to your will;

through Jesus Christ, the Living Word, in whose name we pray.
Amen.

THE READINGS

Hebrew Scripture Jeremiah 17:5-10 (Inclusive Bible)

YHWH says:
Cursed are those who trust in human ways,
who rely on things of the flesh,
whose hearts turn away from YHWH.
They shall be like stunted vegetation in the desert
with no hope in the future.
It stands in stony wastes in the desert,
an uninhabited land of salt.
Blessed are those who put their trust in God,
with God for their hope.
They are like a tree planted by the river,
that thrusts its roots toward the stream.
When heat comes it feels no heat;
its leaves stay green.
It is untroubled in a year of drought,
and never ceases to bear fruit.
The human heart is more deceitful than anything else,
and desperately sick—who can understand it?
|, YHWH, search into the heart, | probe the mind,
to give to each person what their actions and conduct deserve.

The Holy Spirit has a word for each of us today.
With God'’s help we are listening.



Gospel Luke 6:17-26 (Inclusive Bible)

Coming down the mountain with them, Jesus stopped in a level area where there
were a great number of disciples. A large crowd of people was with them from
Jerusalem and all over Judea, as far north as the coastal region of Tyre and
Sidon— people who had come to hear Jesus and to be healed of their diseases,
and even to be freed from unclean spirits. Indeed, the whole crowd was trying to
touch Jesus, because power was coming out of him and was healing them all.
Looking at the disciples, Jesus said:
“You who are poor are blessed,

for the reign of God is yours.
You who are hungry now are blessed,

for you’ll be filled.
You who weep now are blessed,

for you’ll laugh.

You are blessed when people hate you, when they scorn and insult you and spurn
your name as evil because of the Chosen One. On the day they do so, rejoice and
be glad: your reward will be great in heaven, for their ancestors treated the
prophets the same way.

But woe to you rich,

for you are now receiving your comfort in full.
Woe to you who are full,

for you’ll go hungry.
Woe to you who laugh now,

for you’ll weep in your grief.

Woe to you when all speak well of you, for their ancestors treated the false
prophets in the same way.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PASTOR’S MESSAGE Pastor Stephen C. Blonder Adams
“Woe — What Goes Around, Comes Around”
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED

| believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried;

he descended into hell;

the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand

of God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church;

the communion of saints;

the forgiveness of sins;

the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

LIGHTING OF CANDLES, PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
We ask all these things in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray...

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
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* COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Go forth into a parched and needy world

to share the water of life with others.
We go out with renewed faith and hope in Christ,
for resurrection is a living possibility for us.

Turn to God each day to delight in the Word

and meditate on God's law.
We will trust God to provide all we really need.
We seek to bear fruit in all we say and do.

Be assured that the realm of God is ours.

God knows us, loves us, blesses us in Christ.
Christ is the first fruits of those who have died.
We shall rise with Christ to new life.

*CHORAL RESPONSE Amen John Rutter

POSTLUDE Toccata in G Minor, P. 468 Johann Pachelbel

“My flesh and my heart may fail,
but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.”

Psalm 73:26

We continue to keep in our prayers:

Tony Carlos, JoAnn Hood, Donna Sue Buchanan,
David Kropf, Shelley Wheeler, Jordan’s family and friends,
Angela Augustus and family,

We pray for those struggling with iliness, convalescing, homebound or in need.
Names are generally removed after four weeks unless there is a continuing need.
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& Please join us for Communion following the service this morning

. in the Chapel.

QWednesdays at 12:15 PM please join us in the Sanctuary for a

Mid-Week Communion Service.

.20 With keen insight and unwavering conviction,
visionary pastor Kathy Escobar guides readers on a Lenten journey

inspired by the ways of Jesus to dismantle the systems that
perpetuate inequality and injustice.

~ Join Pastor Stephen Wednesdays in Lent for this insightful book
discussion via ZOOM from 7PM- 8PM.

Please email Anthony@oldstonechurch.org to sign up and request a

book for $10.00.

@ Old Stone Church

Sunday February 16

9:00AM Bible Study-Pastor Denise/Gallery
10:00AM Worship/Sanctuary

11:30AM Communion/Chapel

Tuesday February 18

7:00PM Commentary on the Gospel of John/ZOOM
Wednesday February 19

12:15PM Mid-Week Communion/Sanctuary

7:00PM Romans: A Letter for Today/ZOOM
Thursday February 20

7:00PM FPS Directors Meeting/Conference Room
Sunday February 23

9:00AM Bible Study-Pastor Denise/Gallery
10:00AM Worship/Sanctuary

11:30AM Communion/Chapel

Tuesday February 25

7:00PM Commentary on the Gospel of John/ZOOM
Wednesday February 26

12:15PM Mid-Week Communion/Sanctuary

7:00PM Romans: A Letter for Today/ZOOM

Sunday March 2

9:00AM Bible Study-Pastor Denise/Gallery
10:00AM Worship with Communion/Sanctuary
Tuesday March 4

7:00PM Commentary on the Gospel of John/ZOOM
Wednesday March 5 Ash Wednesday

12:00PM Ash Wednesday Service/Sanctuary

Last Sunday Attendance In-Person:51 Online:288
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There are many ways to support The Old Stone Church

Online Giving: Mobile Giving:

oldstonechurch.org/giving/ Text the keyword “oldstonecle” to 73256

Mail to: Checks should be made payable to “Old Stone Church.” If you would
Old Stone Church like to designate your contribution to one of Old Stone’s mission
Attn: Financial Office projects, please make a note on the memo line.
91 Public Square
Cleveland, OH 44113

All contributions are tax-deductible and will be appropriately acknowledged at year-end.

THE OLD STONE CHURCH
LOVING CHRIST, SERVING CITY—SPIRITUALLY, SOCIALLY, CULTURALLY—SINCE 1820
91 Public Square, Cleveland, Ohio 44113-2058
Phone: 216-241-6145 Fax: 216-241-6149

Website: www.OldStoneChurch.org E-Mail: info@OldStoneChurch.org
Music copied under ccli#1638695
onelicense#A-742406

Senior Pastor: Rev. Stephen C. Blonder Adams
Parish Associate: Rev. Denise Clark-Jones
Minister of Music: David L. Dettloff

The Old Stone Singers

Leah Jennings Brown, soprano lan Atwood, tenor
Cicely Schonberg, soprano Stephen Brown, tenor
Val Sibila, soprano Samuel Jungman, tenor
Rayna Brooks, alto R. Dominic Aragon, bass
Reese Henrick, alto Christopher Clark, bass
Elizabeth Rickel, alto Albert Donze, bass

Church Elders:
Clerk of Session: Beth Buchanan

Class of 2025 Class of 2026 Class of 2027
Dorothy Baunach Beth Buchanan Michelle Baron
Willie Brown Judy Macuga Janie Chambers
David Eifert Melissa Maffia Fred Heider
Dave Finley Harriet Niles Bernard Medie
Robert Hubert Jr. Marty Vassel Bob Reid
Church Deacons:
Class of 2025 Class of 2026 Class of 2027
Valorie Hempstead Mark Corey Anand Bandari
Eileen Kelly Forrest Diehl Eric Grattan
Elie Medie Pam Daly Sunny Kunche
Mark Pichler Ruth Finley Lori Lippert
Alyssa Niepokny Amy Wheeler
Charlene Thornton John Wheeler

By entering The Old Stone Church and by your presence here, you consent to be
photographed, filmed, livestreamed, and/or otherwise recorded.
Your entry constitutes your consent to such
photography, filming, livestreaming, and/or recording and to any use, in any media for
The Old Stone Church/First Presbyterian Church, Cleveland, Ohio. Thank you.
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