
              

The Old Stone Church    
                                                                                APRIL 9, 2023 
                                                              EASTER SUNDAY 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                    10AM Sanctuary Worship   

 
 
WE GATHER IN THE GRACE OF GOD                                                              

   PRELUDE                                        Trumpet Voluntary                          Jeremiah Clarke 
                                                                                                   Arr. Head and Wallace 

                                             I Know That My Redeemer Liveth                        G.F. Handel 
                                                                                                   Arr. Head and Wallace                     

 WELCOME                                                            Pastor Stephen C. Blonder Adams 

   INTROIT                                           That Blessed Easter Morn                     Mary E. Caldwell 
 

Now sing we all on Easter morn to Christ our Lord of Mary born,  
who showed us by the steps He trod the way to find and love our God. 
His life was pure and wholly good, for truth and right He always stood. 

But cruel men unloosed their hate, and neath His cross did watch and wait. 
Then lovely friends with hearts of gloom laid Him to rest in Joseph's tomb. 

And soldiers watched three nights and days, so none could steal our Lord away. 

Then on that blessed Easter morn came friends His body to adorn. 
"He is not here" the Angel said "For Christ has risen from the dead!" 

Alleluia! 

* Those who are able are requested to stand                                 Please silence all electronic devices. 



  

* CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                                                      

Day has dawned and shadows are left behind. 
The stone is rolled away and hope is reborn. 

This is the day that our God has made. 
We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

God opens to us the gates of righteousness. 
We enter to give thanks to our God. 

We give thanks, for our God is good. 
God’s steadfast love endures forever. 

Set your minds on things that are above. 
Look up and welcome Christ’s appearing. 

We have been raised with Christ. 
Glory is being revealed to us on this holy day. 

* INVOCATION PRAYER   
God of amazing surprises,                                                                                                    
the story of Easter is ever new.                                                                                             
Suddenly we are aware of your presence with us.                                                                         
We had lost touch with you.                                                                                                  
Our minds were full of worries and distractions, set on things of this earth. 
Our spirits felt the grip of death.                                                                                          
Jesus seemed a legend from the past,                                                                                 
not a real person who shared our common lot.                                                                                 
But today, you awaken something new within us.                                                                               
We hear the cry, Christ is risen, and we want to respond.                                                         
Dry our tears and call our name.                                                                                          
We need the good news of Easter.                                                                          
Amen. 

 
 
* HYMN #245                            Christ the Lord Is Risen Today!                         LLANFAIR 

 

Hearing loop installed. Switch hearing aid to T-coil 



* CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                  Harriet Niles 

Amid our Easter celebrations,                                                                                                          
it is well to pause for moments of reflection.                                                                               
How can we share the joy of new life                                                                                         
if we have not taken time to examine old ways that lead to death?                                         
How will we recognize the risen Christ                                                                                       
if we have not walked with the earthly Jesus?                                                                                
Let us join our voices in the corporate prayer of confession,                                                           
followed by time for personal silent confession. 

 



 

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                             

O God,                                                                                                                                       
the message of Easter has come again before we were ready to receive it. 
The Palm Sunday parade demanded very little of us.                                                                         
We could join in the hosannas.                                                                                               
But the betrayal and denial, the suffering and the shame,                                                             
the agony and death, have left us fearful and shaken.                                                                      
We have become enemies of Jesus without intending to be disloyal.                                    
We have left him in the tomb, lest he upset our daily lives.                                                
The Jesus of long ago seems more comfortable to us                                                         
than the Christ who is risen today in our midst.                                                                           
We confess our reluctance to let Christ claim us and change us.                                                 
O God, we need forgiveness! 

  (moment of silent confession) 

* KYRIE ELEISON                                                                                          John Merbecke 

      Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us.         

* ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                                         

God raised Jesus from death.                                                                                                      
Disciples who had deserted Jesus felt the embrace of forgiveness.                                        
The spirit of Christ has come among us today, claiming us for new life together. 
God wants to forgive us. God intends that we move from death to life.                                            
All of us are invited to share in the promise of the Easter season. 

Alleluia and Amen! 

* PASSING OF THE PEACE                                                                              
          May the peace of Christ be with you.     

              And also with you. 
    Let us offer a sign of peace to one another. 
 

* GLORIA #581                                Glory be to the Father                             GREATOREX 

            Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
                    As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  
               Amen, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 OFFERTORY INVITATION  

          Please be seated.                                                                             
We have come together today to give thanks for God’s steadfast love.                              
Each one of us is an expression of that love.                                                                                
By the way we live and the way we give,                                                                                      
that love is carried into the lives of others                                                                                   
who have had little experience of God’s care.                                                                                   
May our offerings represent an outpouring of thanksgiving. 

  OFFERING  

  OFFERTORY                                       Easter Anthem                                 William Billings 
The Lord is risen indeed! Hallelujah! The Lord is risen indeed! Hallelujah! 

Now is Christ risen from the dead; And become the first fruit of them that slept.  
Now is Christ risen from the dead; And become the first fruit of them that slept. 

 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 

And did he rise? And did he rise? Did he rise? Hear it, ye nations! hear it O ye dead! 
He rose, he rose, he rose, he rose; He burst the bars of death; 

He burst the bars of death; He burst the bars of death:                                                                      
And triumphed o'er the grave. 

Then, then, then I rose; Then I rose, then I rose, then I rose. 
Then first humanity triumphant Past the crystal ports of light; 

And seized eternal youth; And seized eternal youth;                                                                          
Men all immortal hail, hail, heaven; 
All lavish of strange gifts to man. 

Thine's all the glory, man's the boundless bliss. 
 
* DOXOLOGY #607                                                OLD HUNDREDTH 
                    Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;                                                                                    

           praise Christ, all people here below; 
                    praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.  

* OFFERTORY PRAYER                                                                                      Harriet Niles 

          Let us pray together: 

By your hand, O God,                                                                                                            
we have been blessed with life, with food, with refreshment, with hope.                             
Day by day you are saving us,                                                                                              
healing our brokenness,                                                                                                         
calling forth our gifts,                                                                                                                                 
granting us strength to serve with Christ                                                                              
as part of your revelation to the world.                                                                         
Thank you, God, for times of resurrection.                                                                         
Thank you for this day of celebration.                                                                                    
We dedicate ourselves anew with our offering.                                                            
Amen. 

* OFFERTORY RESPONSE           All Things Come of Thee                Herbert C. Peabody 
          All things come of Thee, O Lord, and of Thine own have we given Thee. Amen 

https://www.oldstonechurch.org/giving/


WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD    
 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                              
                      Come, Holy Spirit, giver of life; 
                    breathe into us that we may hear a word of truth this day. 
                    Draw us into communion, 
                    enable us to love, 
                    conspire to make us one with You 
                    for the world You so deeply love. Amen. 
 

 THE READINGS                                                                                                                         

  Psalm 118 (Congregation joins in the response.) 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his mercy endures forever.                                               
Let the house of Israel say, “His mercy endures forever.”  

“The right hand of the Lord has struck with power;                                                                
The right hand of the Lord is exalted.                                                                                       

I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord. 

The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.                                               
By the Lord has this been done; it is wonderful in our eyes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  Gospel                                       John 20:1-18 NRSVUE (NRSV Updated Edition)  

 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to 
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb.  So she ran and 
went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to 
them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they 
have laid him.”  Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the 
tomb.  The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 
reached the tomb first.  He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, but he did not go in.  Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into 
the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there,  and the cloth that had been on 
Jesus’s head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself.  

Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 
believed,  for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the 
dead.  Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into 
the tomb, and she saw two angels in white sitting where the body of Jesus had 
been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet.  They said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do 
not know where they have laid him.”  When she had said this, she turned around 
and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.  Jesus said to 
her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to 
be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where 
you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned 
and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher).  Jesus said to her, 
“Do not touch me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my 
brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God 
and your God.’ ”  Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have 
seen the Lord,” and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

 

            The Word of the Lord.      

                     Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 PASTOR’S MESSAGE                                               Pastor Stephen C. Blonder Adams       
                                                  “He’s Calling Your Name”  

 

 
 



* THE NICENE CREED                  

We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made  
For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
and became truly human  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come Amen. 
 

* LIGHTING OF CANDLES, PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

            We ask all these things in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray… 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,       
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;                                                                     
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.                                                                   
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen    
 
 
 
  



* HYMN #246                                      Christ Is Alive!                                                TRURO 



 

* BENEDICTION AND BLESSING 

With hope reborn, we go out to proclaim good news. 

The brightness of this day is meant to be shared. 

We have seen the Lord Jesus Christ. 

This is the One we have come seeking. 

Run to tell others that Christ is alive. 

Spread the message through the land. 

          Beyond the cross is a message of peace. 

          Beyond death is the promise of new life. 
God is our strength and our might. 

God answers our prayers and equips us for living. 

We have been raised with Christ to fuller life. 

May God’s reign be evident in us! 

* CHORAL  RESPONSE                        Hallelujah Chorus                George Frideric Handel 
Hallelujah! 

For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth 
Hallelujah! 

For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth 
Hallelujah! 

King of kings and Lord of lords 
King of kings and Lord of lords 

And He shall reign forever and ever 
Forever and ever 

Hallelujah! 

   ORGAN POSTLUDE         Symphony for Organ No. 5 (Widor's Toccata)                                   
                                                                                                     Charles-Marie Widor
                                 

“My flesh and my heart may fail, 
   but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.”  

 Psalm 73:26 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We continue to keep in our prayers: 

Tammie Buchanan, Jean English, Bruce Arnoff,  Margaret Bell,                                                                                                                             
the Griebel Family, Kim Williams and Family 

                   Names are generally removed after four weeks unless there is a continuing need.  



Greetings this Blessed Easter Sunday, 

 

May all be filled with the resurrecting love,                                                                                
light and power of God, through Jesus Christ our Savior!                                                                  

The darkness of death has been defeated for all time;                                                                        
you need never fear nor doubt.                                                                                               

Fullness of life awaits each and every one, listen closely,                                                                  
for Jesus is calling your name.                                                                                              

You are a beloved child of God, freed from sin and death.                                                                  
Give yourself permission to live into the newness of life that God awaits to                                 

awaken within you. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Stephen 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



There are many ways to support The Old Stone Church 

 
All contributions are tax-deductible and will be appropriately acknowledged at year-end. 

Online Giving: 
oldstonechurch.org/giving/ 

Mobile Giving: 
Text the keyword “oldstonecle” to 73256 

Mail to: 
Old Stone Church 
Attn: Financial Office 
91 Public Square 
Cleveland, OH 44113 

Checks should be made payable to “Old Stone Church.” If you would 
like to designate your contribution to one of Old Stone’s mission      
projects, please make a note on the memo line. 

 
THE OLD STONE CHURCH 

LOVING CHRIST, SERVING CITY—SPIRITUALLY, SOCIALLY, CULTURALLY—SINCE 1820 
91 Public Square, Cleveland, Ohio 44113-2058 

Phone: 216-241-6145     Fax: 216-241-6149 
Website: www.OldStoneChurch.org       E-Mail: info@OldStoneChurch.org 

Music copied under ccli#1638695 
 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Stephen C. Blonder Adams 
 

Guest Organist: Jason Lorenzon 

Trumpeter: Justin Rowan  

 

The Old Stone Singers  
     Leah Jennings Brown, soprano           Ian Atwood, tenor 
     Cicely Schonberg, soprano            Frederick Peterbark, tenor 
     Val Sibila, soprano                                 Andrew J. Schoenhofer, tenor 
 
     Rayna Brooks, alto                        R. Dominic Aragon, bass 
      McKenna Jones, alto                              Joseph K. Breslau, bass 
     Emma Nossem, alto                               Seth Hobi, bass 
 
 

Church Elders: 
Clerk of Session: Beth Buchanan 

Church Deacons: 
 

Class of 2023 Class of 2024 Class of 2025 

Melissa Maffia Scott Bailey Elie Medie 
Pete Maffia Bernie Bischel Mark Pichler 
Mary Mikula Carol Hoagland  

Michael Rolen  Amy Wheeler  
Penni Rolen  John Wheeler  

Alyssa Niepokny   

Class of 2023 Class of 2024 Class of 2025 
Beth Buchanan Michelle Baron Kara Bane 

Robert  Hubert Jr. Janie Chambers Willie Brown 

Judy Macuga Fred Heider Dave Finley 
Harriet Niles Bernard Medie  

Lee Ann Rader Bob Reid  
Marty Vassel    

John Young   

By entering The Old Stone Church and by your presence here, you consent to be                                    
photographed, filmed, livestreamed, and/or otherwise recorded.                                                               

Your entry constitutes your consent to such                                                                                  
photography, filming, livestreaming, and/or recording and to any use, in any media for                                 

The Old Stone Church/First Presbyterian Church, Cleveland, Ohio. Thank you. 

https://oldstonechurch.org/giving/

